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spirit to bestow. We may conclude that these begging pro-
cessions with May-trees or May-boughs from door to door
(' bringing the May or the summer') had everywhere origin-
ally a serious and, so to speak, sacramental significance;
people really believed that the god of growth was present
unseen in the bough ; by the procession he was brought to
each house to bestow his blessing. The names May, Father
May, May Lady, Queen of the May, by which the anthropo-
morphic spirit of vegetation is often denoted, shew that the
idea of the spirit of vegetation is blent with a personifica-
tion of the season at which his powers are most strikingly
manifested."l

Thus far we have seen that the tree-spirit or the spirit Tree-spirit
of vegetation in general is represented either in vegetable ^-spirit
form alone, as by a tree, bough, or flower; or in vegetable represented
and  human form simultaneously, as  by a tree, bough, or J
flower in combination with a puppet or a living person.    It
remains to shew that the representation of him by a tree,
bough, or flower is sometimes entirely dropped, while the
representation of him by a living person remains.     In this
case the representative character of the person is generally
marked by dressing him or her in leaves or flowers; some-
times too it is indicated by the name he or she bears.

Thus in some parts of Russia on St. George's Day (the Green
twenty-third of April) a youth is dressed out, like our Jack-
in-the-Green, with leaves and flowers. The Slovenes call
him the Green George. Holding a lighted torch in one
hand and a pie in the other, he goes out to the corn-fields,
followed by girls singing appropriate songs. A circle of
brushwood is then lighted, in the middle of which is set the
pie. All who take part In the ceremony then sit down
around the fire and divide the pie among them.2 In this
custom the Green George dressed in leaves and flowers is
plainly identical with the similarly disguised Green George
who is associated with a tree in the Carinthian, Transylvanian,
and Roumanian customs observed on the same day. Again,
we saw that in Russia at Whitsuntide a birch-tree is dressed

1  W, Mannhardt, Baumkuttus, pp.     tales, p. 345.     As to Green George
315 J?.                                                       see above, pp. 75 sy.

2  W. R. S. Ralston, Russian Folk-